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Army: Unit Probed 


FORT BRAGG, N.C. - He said that when Wood K 
A military intelligence redeployed to Iraq last A 
platoon that participated in year, she modified the 
interrogations at an interrogation techniques 
Afghanistan detention used on prisoners there 
center where two "In Afghanistan they had 
prisoners died also some interrogation rules of 
questioned prisoners at engagement. When they 
Baghdad's Abu Ghraib deployed to Iraq, she 
prison, an Army (Wood) brought those rules 
spokesman said Monday. with her." Buckner said. 
Company A of the 519th 'Those rules were modified 
Military Intelligence to make sure the right 
Battalion spent most of restraints were in place." 

2003 in Iraq, following a Buckner said the 
2002 deployment in company returned from 
Afghanistan, said Lt. Col. Afghanistan to Fort Bragg 
Billy Buckner, spokesman in January 2003, then 
for the Fort Bragg-based redeployed to Iraq in 
18th Airborne Corps. March of that year. In 
Capt. Carolyn A. Wood January, the unit left 
was the officer in charge Kuwait to return to Fort 
of interrogations during Bragg, 
both deployments, Asked Monday for an 

Buckner said interview with Wood, 

The New York Times on Buckner said she is not 
Monday reported the currently stationed at Fort 
company's presence at Bragg and that he did not 
both Abu Ghraib and know her whereabouts. 

Bagram. a military base Asked about the unit's 
north of Kabul Wood’s involvement in the alleged 
name also surfaced in a abuses at Abu Ghraib 
Washington Post report Buckner said, "At the time 
over the weekend that . most of the alleged 
quoted a military ‘defense abuses occurred in Iraq, 
lawyer saying Wood the’ unit was preparing to 
condoned the transition to the United 

interrogation techniques States, so they had only a 
used at Abu Ghraib. handful of interrogators at 

The military has said it is Abu Ghraib" 
investigating the Capt. Robert Shuck, a 

December 2002 deaths of military defense lawyer 
two Bagram inmates, both assigned to defend one of 
of which were ruled seven members of the 
homicides after autopsies. Army company facing 
The investigation comes criminal charges for 
amid an international abusing Abu Ghraib 
scandal involving inmates, has said Wood 

allegations that American was "involved in intensive 
troops mistreated Iraqi interrogations of 

prisoners at Abu Ghraib detainees. condoned 


rocket attack on his 
convoy in Kabul, as g|HH|| 
insurgents show little 
sign of letting up in the the northeast 
approach to September Sunday night's attack, 
elections. the first using grenades, 

Three rocket-propelled was the third deadly 
grenades were fired at strike on peacekeepers 
the International Security in Kabul this year In 
Assistance Force (ISAF) January one British and 
convoy on Sunday night one Canadian 
as it patrolled along were killed 
Jalalabad road, the main successive 
highway leading into bomb attacks. 

Kabul from the east, "As far as we’re 
ISAF spokesman Major RPGs (rocket-pr 
Rita LePage said. grenades) have not 

"One Norwegian soldier been used before," ISAF 
was killed and another spokesman Lieutenant 
Norwegian soldier was Richard Scarth said, 
slightly injured," LePage Monday 
said on Monday. German pe 

He was the first were questic 
Norwegian soldier to be at the see 
killed in Afghanistan, attack, near 1 
Two Norwegian soldiers British anc 
were injured in May last ISAF troops, 
year when their vehicle ISAF soldiers 
was attacked 
sniper on the Shomali 
Plain north of Kabul. 

Fighters loyal to the 
former Taliban 
their 

and Islamist 
Gulbuddin 

have been killing troops, 
aid workers and officials 
in a campaign to 
destabilize the 

government of President 
Hamid Karzai. Taliban 
fighters have vowed to 
disrupt the first post- 
Taliban presidential and 
parliamentary elections 
slated for September. 

The latest casualties 
were from the 231- 
strong Norwegian Another ©2 

contingent based in 




rosy-cheeked 17-year-old, girts during the Taliban," said brightly colored mobile phone 
says she will feel the weight Muqimyar, who is the fourth rings constantly, to the 
of a nation's hopes on her of eight children annoyance of her Afghan 

when she takes to the sprint 'We couldn't go to school, we coach, 
track at the Athens Olympic couldn't play, and we couldn't And when she is not on the 
Games in August. do anything. We were just at track, she is at her mother's 

The 100-meter runner is home all the time." beauty salon helping her older 

training day in, day out at Rezzay was luckier. sister to do bridal make-up. 

Kabul's Olympic Stadium, She and her family fled to Rezzay blushes when asked 
used less than three years neighboring Pakistan where to name her favorite actor 
ago by the hard-line Islamic she was exposed to outside "Jackie Chan," she replies 
Taliban regime to carry out influences like martial arts. sheepishly. "He's great and I 
amputations, lashings and When they came home after learned a lot of my moves from 
executions, including those the Taliban were toppled by him." 

of women Afghan opposition forces Muqimyar and Rezzay knew 

A few miles away, Fraiba backed by U S. air power in they had to get serious as May 
Rezzay, also 17, wrestles 2001. Rezzay knew exactly 21 neared, the date of their 
her opponent to the ground, what she wanted to do. departure for Greece 
The chubby athlete with "I think sport is for everyone. Nutritionists will ensure they 
short, black hair is not only men but also for get a balanced diet on their trip 

representing her country at women. As long as you instead of the greasy, rich local 
judo have the skills, you can do dishes of kebabs, rice and. 

Win or lose the two will it." she said. Like Muqimyar. dumplings, 
make history in Athens as she has had the full support They will face athletes who 
the first wdmen to represent of her family since deciding have been training for years 
their country at the on a sport traditionally whereas Muqimyar only 

Olympics. dominated by men started three months ago and 

That is a remarkable The fear left by the harsh Rezzay less than a year ago 
turnaround for a country Taliban rule, compounded For the first five to six weeks of 
where as recently as 2001 by society's conservative their trip, the two, along with a 
girls were denied education views about women, initially male wrestler, runner arid 
and women were forced to limited the number of female boxer, will train on the Greek 
wear the heavy burqa veil participants in sport. island of Lesbos. The next five 

Whenever I come out here But as more and more girls to six weeks will be spent in 
for practice, the only thing like Rezzay and Muqimyar Thessalonika for further 
that I think about is my turned up at covered training, 
country, that I should be gymnasiums, organizers Organizers say they hope for 
able to achieve something knew they had another, the best, 
tor my country," Muqimyar more welcome problem on 'They want to demonstrate to 
told Reuters at the city’s their hands: inadequate the world that Afghanistan is in 
main stadium, during a facilities and infrastructure to a new situation: there is peace, 
break in training. cope with the demand. there is progress and there is- 

Rezzay is also aware of the 'The demand for sports for hope, especially for the girls 
expectations of girls is enormous, and we saidTraavik. 

Afghanistan's 29 million don't have enough coaches With a fastest 100-meter time 
people. for them and mainly we of 15 seconds, Muqimyar will 

I'm doing everything to be don't have enough struggle to compete with the 

prepared for the Olympics gymnasiums, because they world's best. But winning is not 
so I can achieve something cannot train in the open air," the most important thing, 
for my country." she said, said Strg Traavik. senior 'They (girls) should come 
speaking at the country's adviser to the Afghan forward and join any sport they 
only studio for female judo National Olympic like. and. who knows, 

players. Committee. someday they may succeed." 

Behind her, Afghan boys REGULAR TEEN-AGERS she said, 

and girls as young as 5 are While most girls their age go For luck. Muqimyar is taking a 
busy doing their exercises, home after school, worn pair of cheap Chinese 
though their oversized white Muqimyar and Rezzay have running shoes. Rezzay has 
suits mean they spend as to train for at least three packed her lucky black shawl 


suicide 


by a targeted constantly 
since the force was 
deployed, under a 
United Nations 

rulers, mandate, in December 
Al-Qaeda allies 2001 to help Afghan 
wartord authorities maintain 
Hekmatyar security in Kabul 

The latest death brings 
to 85 the number of 
ISAF troops killed in the 
country. Six ISAF 
soldiers have been 
killed by suicide 
bombers, two by crude 
bombs, two by 
landmines, and seven in 
a helicopter crash. Five 
were killed when a 
controlled detonation of 
rockets went Wrong 

Spanish 

troops died in a plane 
crash as they were 
returning home from 
serving in the war- 
wracked country. Four 
other soldiers died of 
suicide, natural causes, 
friendly fire and an 
unspecified accident. 


KABUL 


testing period the new 
Afghanistan's first private station will broadcast 
television station went on Afghan, Indian and 
air on Sunday in Kabul, western music and films 
some two years after the and hopes to broadcast 24 
fall of the Taliban regime hours a day. "Afghan TV 
which arrested and started its broadcast 
punished those caught today," said Afghan state 
watching TV. television director Aziz 

Afghan TV is funded by Ahmed Arifar. 
an Afghan businessman "It is the first private TV 
and will have 18 hours of and the second Afghan TV 
programming a day. registered at the ministry 
Afghanistan has only ever of information and 

had one state TV channel culture." 
which broadcasts for a few Other private channels 
hours in the evening, but have registered with the 
under the Taliban there ministry and are to start 
were no television stations airing programs soon, 
and it was forbidden to State television, which 
listen to music or watch broadcasts for limited 
satellite broadcasts. hours at the moment, is 

The free-to-air private also slated to soon 
station run by Ahmed become a 24-hour channel 
Shah Afghanzai is a major aired via satellite all over 
step towards developing a Afghanistan with financial 
private TV sector and help from India, 

intends to go national Cable television operators 
within a year, an began broadcasting in 
achievement which will Kabul in late 2002 
make it the country's first showing Indian and some 
national channel. "Afghan English programs, content 
TV has started operations strongly criticized by the 
with capital of 200,000 chief justice as "un- 
US dollars and the Islamic", 
eventual capital to cover Cable operators were 
all the country via satellite banned for a while but 


KABUL— now graduated, the ANA's defend tin 

More than 1.550 Afghan role in the defense and "Yourarr 

Nalional Army Soldiers sccuntv sector will grow of the pe 
graduated the 10-week Basic larger. Asifi said, so the all over A 
Training Course and 54 ANA Afghan people m each Force t' 
noncommissioned officers prov ince should be proud of Weston. ( 
completed the Advanced and the duty the ANA soldiers arc Military 
Basic NCO Courses at the performing Afghanis! 

Kabul Militan Training A representativ e from the Beret you 
School here. Mav I T Afghan Ministrv of Defense symbol. 

Graduation of the 18th and thanked the Coalition forces professior 
l‘)lh ANA Kandaks. or for their continued support your com 
battalions. marks and guidance, and then good, 

achievement toward the directed his attention to the "Those t 
|(i.000-man force goal rcccntlv fielded ANA have gone 

The soldiers from these soldiers. a good ev 

Kandaks will back fill the "The future of Afghanistan Afghanis) 
ANA Central Corps as more depends on the Afghan your sen i 
ANA soldiers arc fielded National Army." said Lt. More tha 
throughout the count n Gen Noon. Vice-Chief of the rccognitio 

"Front now on. you will have AMoD's General Staff "The by senior 
a responsibility to take pan in Afghan people arc thirsty for graduates 
the development of our peace and stability, and we Uteinselve 
country with the help and should not let the enemies of instructor 
support of the international Afghanistan make our Several 
communities" said ANA country unstable. Our job as the time 
Brig Gen. Gliulam Saklu ANA soldiers is to defend the victory d 
Asifi. KMTC commander nalional sovereignty, the being di 
"You must respect the independence of the people graduate. 

(Afghan) people in order tb and fight against international With litlli 
gain their respect and support terrorism and drug I T Iwo-ai 
You must be disciplined and (trafficking).'' drove m 

always behave like a Embedded trainers from the behind tl 
professional army because coalition clapped tracks Ills 

you are representing the aggressively after the speech graduates 
entire Afghan National and a senior coalition training t 
Army." representative addressed the realm of 

•With a total of 19 Kandaks ANA soldiers preparing to secunlv ol 


ATHENS Greece - 
After an eight-year absence 
from the Olympics, an 
Afghan team of five athletes 
including the country's first 
female participants ■—arrived 


features three men and two 
women One woman is a 
runner, the other competes in 
judo 

The women had to train 
separately because of 
conservative traditions Some 
Islamic clerics strongly 
oppose women competing in 
Greece, and the two making 
the trip are expected to dress 
in long pants to avoid a 
scandal at home 
the Aegean Sea island of Olympic officials handed 
Lesvos, where they will train Afghanistan five wild cards so 
until early July They will then they could compete in Athens 
travel to Thessaloniki, where Dozens of futuristic solar cars 
they will stay until the Aug from several countries were 
13-29 games displayed in Athens on 

"On behalf of all the athletes, Saturday as part of a 
I want to thank the Greek weeklong rally race to 
Foreign Ministry and Athens commemorate the Olympics 
organizers for making such an The race, known as 
opportunity," said Sayed Phaethon 2004, started 
Mohmood Zia, vice president Monday with teams driving 
iOf the Afghan National south from Athens to the 
lOlympic Committee ancient city of Olympia — 

Afghanistan was banned from where the Olympics were 
the 2000 Sydney Olympics born in 776 B C then north 
because the Taliban regime to the home of the ancient 
outlawed women from sports oracle at Delphi, and back to 
The country participated in the Athens on Fnday 
1996 Atlanta Games, but The United States, Britain 
years of war robbed its and Japan are among 18 
athletes of most training teams from 10 countries 
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KABUL— 

Lt Col. Curtis Kinnard 
Combined Forces 

Command. national 

reconstruction team leader, 
gathered the 13 people 
around him in a semi-circle. 
"We’re all here today to get 
a good understanding of 
what arc the needs of this 
school.” Kinnard said "We 
luivc the experts here, so 
lhc> can give us a much 
better understanding of what 
it's going to take to make 
this school fully 
operational”. 

Mira Ali. Deputy Minister 
of Frontier and Tribal 
Affairs, joined Romanian 
army Maj. Sandal Guam, 
military engineer. and 
French Army Capt. Stephen 
Bourges. CFC Liaison 
(ifficcr to MoFTA NRT. and 
Ministry of Water and Power 
contractors as they all 
nodded their heads in 
agreement. 

Several members of the 


said Rodrigues "What 
wasn't bombed was stripped 
and looted many times over 
'But die Kuchi were 
adamant that their children 
receive an education at all 
costs, and we set to 
rebuilding the school. " lie 
said. "They arc very eager to 
leam. going so far as to study 
at night by candlelight " 

"The Kuchi tribal leaders 
met with President Karai 
and he reassured (the tnbal 
leaders) that lie would 
support the reopening of the 
school.” he said "After the 
discussion, an elder calmly 
stood up and said, 'my son 
will one day become the 
president of Afghanistan. " 
Volunteers began repairing 
the buildings and managed 
to replace all the roofs. Bui 
indoor plumbing and 
electricity are still 
unavailable. 

There arc about 1.500 
students and 69 teachers 
currcntlv at the school, and 


KABUL- 

An American general has begun his review 
of secretive U.S. jails in Afghanistan where 
at least three prisoners died and former 
detainees say they were abused, the 
military said Monday. 

The military announced the sweeping 
review of its jails last week Brig. Gen 
Charles Jacoby, deputy operational 
commander at its main base at Bagram, 
north of Kabul, was appointed to carry out 
the work and report by mid-June 
"Gen. Jacoby is now into about the third 
day of the top-to-bottom review of all the 
coalition's detainee facilities and 
procedures," Lt. Col. Tucker Mansager 
said. 

Mansager said the general had visited two 
jails at military bases in the troubled east of 
the country, but declined to say which 
The overall commander of the 20,000 U.S.- 
led forces pursuing Taliban and al-Qaida 
militants in Afghanistan, Lt. Gen David 
Barno, ordered the review earlier this 
month in response to the growing scandal 
about prisoner abuse in both Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

Jacoby is to visit each of the about 20 


American detention centers, including the 
main jail at Bagram and others at smaller 
bases around the country "to ensure 
internationally accepted standards of 
handling detainees are being met," 
according to the military, which insists all 
its prisoners are treated humanely. 

The military, which currently holds about 
350 prisoners in Afghanistan, recently 
announced two new criminal investigations 
into allegations of abuse by ex-inmates, 
including an account by a former Afghan 
police colonel who said he was beaten and 
sexually abused last summer before being 
released without charge. 

But it says investigations into the deaths of 
two Bagram inmates in December 2002 
continue to drag on. Both were ruled 
homicides after military autopsies and 
prompted a raft of undisclosed changes to 
prison procedures 

Mansager said he couldn't confirm a report 
in The New York Times that a military 
intelligence unit that oversaw interrogations 
at Baghdad's Abu Ghraib prison — the 
focus of the Iraqi prisoner abuse scandal 
was also in charge of questioning at the 
Bagram detention center when the two 



prisoners died 

Interrogations at the center, known as the 
Bagram Collection Point, were supervised 
by Company A, 519th Military Intelligence 
Battalion, which moved to Iraq in early 2003, 
the paper said Monday, citing information 
from interviews with former prisoners, 
military officials and documents. 

Mansager said members of the 519th were 
deployed in Afghanistan between November 
2003 and March 2004. "Other than that, we 
don't know their assignment history," he 
said. 

American-led forces have detained 
hundreds of people in Afghanistan since 
ousting the Taliban at the end of 2001 for 
harboring Osama bin Laden and his al- 
Qaida network. The United States considers 
them "unlawful combatants” not entitled to 
the full protection of the Geneva 
Conventions, and many have been 
transferred to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and 
held without trial or access to lawyers for 
more than two years. 

The CIA inspector general is investigating 
the death of another detainee in 
Afghanistan’s eastern Kunar province in 
June 2003 


Mutism of Frontier and 
Tribal Affairs, and coalition 
supporters toured the Kuchi 
Tribal School on Ma> 11 to 
asses a joint rcconstniclion 

project 

Fonner King Mohammed 
Zahir Shah built the 
boarding school in 1949 for 
the Kuchi tribesmen and 
named it after renowned tlic 
Great Poet Kluishal Khan 
Khattak (b 1613-1690). 

The Kuchi. Persian for 
"those who move." arc 
nomadic people w hose tribes 
arc spread throughout 
Afghanistan. The Kuchi 
children sla\ at the school 
for ncarh nine months, 
while Iticir parents migrate 
through the countryside 
grazing the family's 
livestock 

Prior to the 25 \ears of 
internal strife and 
aggression, the tribal school 
taught children and 
adolescents from six to 18 
years-of-age a normal 
curriculum. including 

lessons about their traditional 
Pashtoon culture 
During the onset of the 
Russian invasion in 1979. 
education at the school 
became inconsistent due to 
sporadic bouts of combat. 
Much of Kabul, including 
the school, was damaged 
from the heavy rockets and 
small-anns fire exchanged 
between Russian soldiers 
and the Mujahideen 

"The communists held most 
of the urban areas and the 
Mujahideen held the 
outskirts (of the cities), and 
everything in between was 
bombed." said Rudv 
Rodrigues. MoFTA. 

organizational management 
advisor. 

Eventually, the Russian 
army left Afghanistan, but 
the void was filled by 
Mujaludeen warlords 
fighting each other with the 
school still in the middle 
After the U.S.-led coalition 
defeated the Taliban and al 
Qaida forces, the people 
began a massive 
reconstruction effort to 
rebuild their society 
One of the primary requests 
from the Kuchi people was 
to reopen the tribal school 
for their children. 

"When 1 arrived in 
Afghanistan and saw the 
school Jqjte of last y ear, it 
was a bombed out husk ' 


an additional 1.500 students 
are expected next year 
With no indoor piumbmg. 
the students arc expected to 
draw water for bailung. 

laundry and drinking from 
the school's sole well 
"There arc already plans to 
repair the existing well and 
drill a second and third one. 
Kinnard said 

Many of the wood-framed 
bunk beds don't have 
mattresses, and resting on 
the beds arc eight-inch 
square crates which hold 
each student's personal 
belongings. 

With about 40 to 50 students 
per classroom, space is tight, 
most of the other classrooms 
arc still being reconstructed, 
possibly a small blessing for 
the teachers al the moment. 
'Because the students' 
education has been 
inconsistent over the last 25 
years, the teachers group the 
students together by what 
they haven't learned rather 
titan by their age.' said 
Rodrigues. "But in one 
classroom, there are 126 
students. 

Traditionally, the Kuchi have 
been Afghanistan's informal 
border patrol, according to 
Rodrigues 

"As they rove the 
countryside during the 
migration season. they 
inhabit areas that Afghans 
typically don't dwell." lie 
said. "They 're the unofficial 

eyes and cars' of the 
government in those regions. 
"The Ministry of Frontiers 
and Tribal Affairs used to be 
one of the foremost of the 
ministries because it dealt 
with theses nomadic tribes. " 
Rodrigues said. "The Kuchi 
used to account for 16.7 
percent of the total Afghan 
population and 

economically: they alone 
generated an eighth of the 
national economy with their 
ftirs and hides, rugs, jewelry 
and meat.” 

The engineers and officials 
poked and prodded every 
nook and cranny, leav ing no 
stone unturned in a cluster of 
buildings that saw about 25 
y ears of mortar shelling. 
According to the school's 
general director. Hafizula 
Samsor. the school is much 
more tlran an education: it s 
a hope for a proud nation's 
return of its past history of 
peace and unity 



MAIDAN SHAHR - 
On a windblown field, 300 
leathery men listened 
Saturday to speeches 
praising their past bravery in 
battle and their current 
contribution to peace 
Behind them, standing in 
soldierly rows, were rocket 
launchers, artillery and 
machine guns the former 
fighters were reluctantly 
surrendering to international 
peacekeepers 

Ten miles away two dozen 
farmers watched sullenly 
from the edge of a neatly 
planted plot as a squad of 
government eradicators. 
wielding hoes and scythes, 
chopped down their carefully 
tended opium poppy shoots 
On all sides, Afghar police 
and security guards hired by 
the U S Embassy stood 
watch against attack 
"The government has taken 
away our guns, and now it is 
destroying our livelihoods," 
protested Nasir Ahmad, 45, 
a sunburned farmer in the 
village of Kote Ashro "We 
have .agreed to turn in our 
weapons in the name of 
peace, but we don't have 
enough water to grow any 
other crops but poppy Why 


in September, they said, 
which to succeed will require 
accelerated voter registration 
in rural areas by July 
"We are getting increasingly 
concerned about Wardak, 
because everything is taking 
place there at once, and it's 
putting a lot of pressure on 
people," said one UN 
officer in the capital "People 
see the international process 
as one thing, whether it's 
disarmament poppy 

eradication or voter 
registration If they get upset 
enough to boycott the 
elections, it could hurt 
everything" 

Wardak, just southwest of 
Kabul, might seem an ideal 
place to make a multi¬ 
pronged push for progress It 
has enormous agricultural 
potential and strategically 
straddles the newly 
reconstructed north-south 
highway It is dominated by 
ethnic Pashtuns, who make 
up the largest ethnic group in 
Afghanistan but have felt 
neglected by the current 
government 

The province has been 
largely free of Islamic 
terrorism, and its small 
armed factions have been 
far more willing to disarm 


since the collapse of Islamic 
Taliban rule in late 2001 
"We are happy the 
government is putting its 
programs into action in our 
province." said Mohammed 
Basir, the deputy governor 
"We were the closest bunker 
to Kabul during jihad, so we 
are proud to be the first in 
disarming and contributing to 
national reconstruction" 
Jihad, or holy war, is the 
term Afghans use for the 
armed resistance to Soviet 
occupation in the 1980s 
Nevertheless, the 

simultaneous start of the 
disarmament and anti-poppy 
programs has aroused 
resentment in a region 
where poor farmers and ex- 
nilitia fighters are often one 
end the same, and where 
ethnic Pashtuns are 
suspicious of being abused 
by ethnic Tajik factions in the 
transitional government set 
up by the United Nations in 
2001 

Many residents said they 
favored disbanding all 
mulitias and collecting their 
wnapons and that they 
understood that poppy is 
used to create addictive 
drugs and is outlawed in 
Islam But they questioned 


Everyone in my village wants 
this Everyone in 
Afghanistan wants this" 

But the mood was different 
Saturday in Zaibudah, a 
village where a guarded 
eradication team swept 
through the fields, hacking at 
poppy shoots that quickly 
turned from emerald to sickly 
yellow 

"We want the era of cruelty 
and guns to end, but we are 
very disappointed in the 
government, because it is 
condemning us to hunger," 
said Hajji Jalil, 64 a village 
elder "How can they expect 
people to vote when they are 
hungry?" 

The government originally 
announced it would spare 25 
percent of ocal poppy crops, 
but the e'adication teams 
have been instructed to 
destroy every plant they find 
Because of delays in 
training, the program did not 
begin until after poppies had 
been harvested in other 
provinces, making Wardak 
appear td be a scapegoat 
During the past two years, 
farmers in traditional poppy 
areas such as Nangaharand 
Helmand provinces began 
replanting with a vengeance 
Afghan officials could do little 


with more diplomacy and 
compassion At the 
ceremony Saturday outside 
the 42nd army division 
barracks in Maidan Shahr, 
the provincial capital, officials 
praised the militiamen for 
their bravery in defending 
the country and promised to 
provide them with job 
training and opportunities to 
join the newly formed 
national army and police 
In addition,' provincial 
officials said U S diplomats 
had offered to finance the 
repair of an important 
hydroelectric dam in 
southern Wardak, damaged 
in fighting years ago, and to 
bring other development 
projects to the impoverished 
province 

Still, the weather-beaten 
fighters seemed skeptical 
and a bit sad as they 
caressed their heavy 
weapons before reluctantly 
lugging them into a wire 
cage, where U,N. and 
Afghan army officials 
received them for storage 
"This was my father's rocket 
launcher in the jihad against 
the Russians, and now it is 
mine I know we have peace 
and freedom, so I will give it 
up," said Syed Rahman, 24, 


are they bringing this cruelty 
on us now?" 

By most standards. Wprdak 
province should be a model 
for the rest of Afghanistan It 
is the only place in the 
epuntry where militia 
disarmament, poppy 

eradication and voter 
registration — three efforts 
backed by the United Nations 
and Western governments - 
are taking place 
simultaneously 
But some residents say they 
feel this ruggedly beautiful, 
impoverished province is less 
a showcase than a victim 
They complain that it has 
been singled out for 
unpopular projects 

demanded by international 
powers because it is close to 
Kabul, economically 

vulnerable and without a 
dominant leader to resist the 
pressure 

Some local officials and U N 
officers said the simultaneous 
launching of the anti-poppy 
and disarmament programs 
could sharpen anti¬ 
government sentiment It also 
could undetmme provincial 
support for national elections 


than more powerful militia 
bosses elsewhere 

Mohammed Musa Hotak, a 
local commander and 
Islamic cleric, volunteered to 
turn in his weapons and 
demobilize 100 fighters last 
month, earning high-level 
official praise 

Voter registration, a danger- 
fraught undertaking in many 
remote areas, has preceded 
relative smoothly in Wardak 
since the government began 
opening rural registration 
sites May 1 Turnout among 
women has been low 
because of cultural taboos 
against their leaving home, 
but mobile voter registration 
teams are being trained so 
they can sign up women in 
their own villages 
Poppy is a relatively new 
crop in Wardak. and thus the 
region was deemed a 
relatively painless spot to 
initiate the government's new 
program to forcibly eradicate 
opium poppies The sap 
collected from Afghan 
poppies is estimated to 
produce 75 percent of the 
world's heroin, and 
cultivation has skyrocketed 


why Wardak whose farmers 
grow far less poppy than 
those in many other 
provinces, was the first to be 
targeted after two years of 
official indulgence 
Such anger could undermine 
regional enthusiasm for the 
September elections Voter 
registration, which has 
reached only 2 3 million of 
about 95 million eligible 
voters, must accelerate fast in 
rural provinces to guarantee 
a successful election, the 
highest national priority 'for 
Afghan, U.S. and UN 
officials 

In the village of Charaka, 
where no poppy has yet been 
destroyed, farmers took 
precious hours from their 
fields last week to trudge to a 
schoolhouse registration site 
Sher Shah, 26, said his 
potatoes and apples needed 
watering, but that the first 
election in Afghanistan's 
history needed his vote 
"The time for fighting end 
chaos is over We hope this 
election will bring us a good 
government, bring us peace 
and jobs," he said, "We want 
to choose our leaders 


to stop them, and Western 
military officials, preoccupied 
with their anti-terrorist 
mission and in some cases 
reliant on Afghan militia 
leaders who grew poppy, 
looked the other way 
Now, with poppy harvests 
said to account for nearly 
half the gross domestic 
product and drug traffic 
burgeoning as well, Afghan 
and international authorities 
have awakened to the 
overlapping scourges of 
violence and drugs, and 
officials warn that 
Afghanistan could become a 
narco-terror state But It is 
the small farmers of Wardak, 
newcomers to the poppy 
boom, who are the first to be 
punished 

"Our orders are to destroy 
whatever we see," said Gen 
Sher Agha, an Interior 
Ministry official who is 
overseeing the Wardak 
eradication project and living 
in a guarded tent compound 
with his force of 300 poppy 
choppers "There is no 
compensation" 

The disarming of Wardak's 
militias has been handled 


who plans to become a truck 
driver "The government has 
promised us many things, but 
If they don't follow through, 
we can always take our guns 
back and begin the fight 
again" 

In the coming weeks, the 
pace of both poppy 
destruction and voter 
registration in Wardak is due 
to pick up, while the effects of 
militia disarmament will begin 
to sink in Perhaps the failure 
or success of the first two 
projects will mirror the fate of 
Mia Jan, 55, a militiaman who 
leaned Saturday on an 
enormous black machine 
gun Once, he used it to mow 
down Russian soldiers, now 
he is surrendering it to 
history. 

'We have our freedom, so I 
wont miss this gun," he said, 
patting the steel barrel "They 
said the army will protect us 
now. They said the 
government will find us jobs, 
but we'll see. I have some 
land, but there's no water, 
and now they're cutting down 
all the poppy What will 
happen to men like me, I 
really don't know " 
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